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when obtaining concessions from an imperial authority, have
little desire to gaze beyond the good relationship they hope for
between their country and its rulers, through to a brave new
world where relations will be manifold instead of dual. Even a
newly independent country may for a generation see the world
order as merely a new stage for a dialogue on its own Irish
question. At the other extreme, a blind imperialist may like to
feel that he alone shall decide what should be done with what
he believes is his own; and others with a fine ideal of Common-
wealth unity may deprecate international focussing which may
lead to the neglect of valuable cultural ties within an empire
of goodwill.

These are natural feelings. Any international policy which
frustrates local progress or which destroys a healthy community
of partnership deserves suspicion. Colonial peoples will not
profit by a transition from national to international imperialism.
They will not rejoice to be the guinea pigs of new international
experiments. When they look back and see how colonies were
regarded during the early expansion of Europe, the scrambles
for Africa and the Pacific, and the decade of appeasement, they
may conclude that any international policy affecting them will
be to their prejudice.

Such a conclusion would be as useful as if a man denied
himself food owing to the perils of indigestion. The problem
of national communities, whose development is controlled by
alien forces in the direction of which the community has no
sufficient say, is a colonial question; it is and always has been
an international question as well. The directing State has certain
strategic and certain economic advantages, its position arouses
jealousies or excites contempt; its most liberal programmes,
together with the aspirations of its colonial peoples, may be
checked by doubts as to what effects any changes may have on
the balance of world forces. At the present time the colonial
question has threatened to divide the American and British
peoples. It diminished confidence between Britain and the
Dominions. It is claimed by Chinese statesmen to be of interest